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Daeff, I. 

Raf | a Boy in Durbam: But firft ic wil] be ne- 

ceflary to acquaint you that I am a pri- 
vate School-mafter in the City, and that this Boy ha- 
ving gone to School about Nine or Ten Years tn all, is 
now Learning wich me, and hath been my Scholar a- 
bove Three Years laft paft : He is a Gentlemans Son, 
and a lufty well Complexion’d Youth, aged (1 think ) 
about fifteen. 

Now this fame Boy, by all the Means that have been 
hitherto, or could be ufed, could never yet be made 
to know his Letters ; and if that were all, you would 
pert aps think it no great matter, but here is the Myfte- 
ry, that in one thing he feems to have a ftrong Memo- 
ry, and in another ‘none at all: He knows the Powers 
of Letters, bute can remember nothing at all of their 
Ligure or Shape: He remembers the Force of Letters in 
Spelling, and how they ought to found in a Word 3 he 
can pronounce Words plain enough, and fpell Syllables, 
and put them together, if one tell him the Letters, bur 
not otherwife. He cannot remember what fuch Letters 
are call’d, but as foon as he hears thew nam’d, he will 
prefently tell you what they (pell, which ordinarily 
with Chfldren is the harder Task. . 

So that, by naming of che Letters he can judge of 
their Powers, that is, he knows well enough the difference 
in pronouncing between b and p, between d and t, and 
between s and z, which in whifpering ( fays Dr. Holder ) 
are not diftin@ atall: But from the Figures of Letters 
he can by no means gather their Names, or how they 
are to be called. Let him be told a thoufand times, 
that a round Letter is called 0, and that a long Letter 
with a Point above is called i: If you turn the Leaf, he 
remembers nothing of it, nor can I find that he has any 
diftin@ Notion of Difference between a Circle and a 
Right Line. And yet he is no Fool, he fees and hears 
as well as any Body, he can Play at fuch Games and 
Sports as Boys ufe in this Countrey, and knows the Rules 
therein to be obferved, fome of which are not very eafie, 
and require a Memory ; and fometimes he will give an 
Anfwer that looks like fomething of Wit. 

This laft Year I have been Teaching him to Write, 
in hopes that making Letters would bring him to re 
member them, but I cannot yet find che Effect I expect- 
ed: For tho’ he can Write his Name, and make all the 
Alphabet pretty fair, yet ftill he does not know them: 
Ge can indeed Name them forward and backward, as 
they ftand in the row, and if you ask him them skipping 
here and there, he will for the moft part hit right in 
that place, and this he could have done two or three 
Years ago in his Primmer ; but ask him one of thefe 
Letters in another place, and he knows no more what 
to call ic chan if it were a Syrigck or <Arabick Cha- 
racter. 

Now this feems to be purely Memory without Judg- 
ment, for he remembers a Series of Names as they fol- 
low one another, either ina direct or reverie Order, but 
he has no judgment of the Characters by their thape ; 
he cannot diftinguifh one from another, and therefore 
cannot tell that fuch a Name belongs to fuch a Fi- 
gure. 

And yet when he can make a Nice Diftinction be- 
tween the Sound of ewo Letters, and from the Name of 
every Letrer when he hears it, can colleét its Powers, 
this methinks looks like fomething of Judgment : But 
then why he fhould be able to make an Inference from 
Hearing rather than from Seeing, and why he fhould noe 
as well remember the Name of a Lecter by its Figure, as 
Si news of it by hearingit Nam‘d, is beyond my Phi- 

ophy. 

This then being the Matter of Fact, thefe two Enqui- 


Shall give you a very ftrange Account of 


ries do from hence naturally offer chemielves : Fir? 
Wherein the Defect of this Boy's Capacity doth config ? And, 
Secondly, How the (ame. may be {o far remedy'd, thai if poffi- 
ble he may be Taught to Read ? This would be not only a 
Kindnels to himfelf and to the Family to which ie be- 
longs, but a Benefit alfo to the Publick. 

__ Anfw, Indeed this is a very odd fore of a Relation, and 
it's enough to puzzle our Philofophy to give a pofitive 
Anfwer. The molt probable Reafons of the Boy’s In 
capacity to Learn, may pollibly be thefe: The ‘Fibres 
that run from the Eye to the Brain muft be defective 
either in their Scituation, or if rightly fcituated may be 
Imperfect, Obftragted, ec. whereby they are difabled 
from leaving any Impreffion on that part of the Brain 
where the Faculty of Memory does ofkiciace ; but if fo: 
this muft be general, and the Bov can remember nothing 
that he receives by the Senfe of Seeing, which it would 
have been no little faristaction if taken Notice of in che 
ftating of the Cafe. Dr. Burnet ( now Bifhop of Sirum ) 
in his Letters givesan Account of one ¢! at was Blind 

but was Taughre to underftand Letters by teeling having 
the Letters made in Wood or other hard Matter, and 
by feeling an Ide 1 of che Form was impreis'd on the Me- 
mory, and the Ear fupply'd the reft for knowing the 
Powers and Spelling of thofe Letters. Perhaps this Me- 
thod would cake with this Boy. Or poffibly the Defeét 
may be owing to the Fancy of the Mother inthe A@ of 
Conception, the imagining fome unaccountable Antipa> 
thy to Letters, ec. and if fo, there’s no Remedy bue 
Patiénce, for all Tryals will prove inetfectual, 


Queft. 2. Gentlemen, I have had the Ill Fortune, tho’ 
fent three times to you, never to get an Anfwer to this 
Queftion, which I hope it is Intelligible: Pray a {peedy 
Antwer to it now, which will Oblige 

Your affuved Friend and Humble Servant. 


My 14th. 1658. about One a Clock in the Morning 
a "Sodas Seajon, the Skye clear in the Mine-Country 
in Stafford fhive, it happened that I having had fome Oc- 
cafion abroad, and being upon an high ground, fudden- 
ly a greac Light fhonve all the adjacent ground about 
when looking up I faw a great Flame of Fire, burning 
and frying like to ‘the great pieces of Iron-mettal when 
it comes out of the Forge-fires, but in fhape of a Drugon 
as it is ufually painted, only the Tail was brufhy hike 
a Broom, feeming five or fix Yards long, and gliding 
through the Air floapinz downwards, with Drops of Fire 
falling from it as thick as Rain, in manner as Sparks 
from a Flint, bue much greater ; after it had gone in 
that manner two Miles as I conceived after 1 firft faw 
it, it took upon the Earth in a Pafture called Ribden 
abourc a Mile as T gueffed from the place where I ftood, 
aud runniag ina ftreight Line fome fpace, decayed by 
degrees, and at length wholly difappeared. Some time 
after I‘went to View the place where I apprehended it 
fell, and found fome pieces or {mal} fragments of Lead 
and Copper-Oars, caft up by Moles and other Accidents 
upon the Superficies, but could not obtain Liberty to 
fedrch er digg ‘till about fix Years ago, when prefently 
in the very (ame place I difcover’d a rich Vein of Cop. 
per running ina ftreight Line, juft as this Scintillation 
did, which is at this prefent in work, and holds extra. 
@rdinary good. 

Quefion, Whether this Corrufcation or Fiery Dragon, as 
fome call it, be any thing 10 the generation or produdtion of 
the Mettal, or of bringing it to its Maturity or Perfedion ? 
or whether before that time there might be Mestals in that 
place perfeitly concodted, 4s they are now found, or only Fumes, 
Quiresy or Oyles; lying in thofe {ubterranean Wombs or Cavi- 
ties ? or if Mettals, Whether is {uch quantities as they ave now 
found ? oF whether they might nos be of another forts as Iron; 
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Lexd, Bcc. and by this Meteor fuffer 4 rer : Pe 
appears there bath been a mighty Heat there oe agphpee 
Earth, the very Rocks in the Vein being 6 » ani 
i ‘ag alt along with she Oar as if it 
4 dark footy {ubftance lying alt along oie be 
were the Dro|s or Exerement of the fame, 4s likewi ; green 
Visriol dilper(ed every where among ft the Mettal, it Sacer 
as if by Five in feveral curious Shapes ately as +A os 
Tobicco.ficps, hollow Globes, Snail-horns, O&c. = : 
ol doth alfo tinflure er insermix with all the ai § te 
er or leffer quantities, to the very Heart or Center t ”s — es 
like a Sperm or Seed to it ; for where that poy F i 
in ereater or (maller pieces, it 1s Barren, and Dea Fs : -t 
no Metta! at all. Thefe things deferve a deep and ilefop i- 
cal Confideration, therefore : depre your Opinion of them, to 
! humbly (ubmit them : 
. pwd We ere already fomewhere given an Account 
of thefe fiery Exhalations, which reprefent gon 
to us jometimes in the form of Dragons, Darts, ae 
Difoes, Tubs, Horns, Lamps, Torches, Axes, Reds, &c. whic , 
'd of a certain Bituminous and Oily Matter ; 
only improbable but impofhible, sar ( . in 
the Queftioh propos’d ) thele Corruications thould either 
Tran{mute or Generate Mettals. As to the Generation 
of Fofliis, particularly the Mectaline, Robaule gives a pret- 
ty Account of it, and doubtiefs this Inftance of the green 
Vitriol diipers'd every where amongft the Metta] like a 
a fort of Seed, and where it’s wanting the Veins become 
Barren, does mightily confirm what our later Philofo- 
phers have faid in this Cafe. The Querift may reft 
affur'd, that chofe Veins he mentions were in being be- 
fore the Apparition of his hery Meteor, which are more 
frequen’ly teen in Countreys full of Mines, becaufe the 
Exhalations of juch places are more proper for the Ge- 
neration ot em; and as for their kindling, it's generally 
suppos d to be done after the fame manner thac Thunder 
is, viz. like that of the Stone call'd the Pyrites. 
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Que/t. 3. On Thur{day the 27+b. of Fuly, 1693. Sailing 
down the River ot Medway trom Chatham to i 
abont fix a Clock in the Morning, there appear'd a flrange 
Sun: I obferved ic to be about 28 Degrees from the 


‘€gue Son to the South, and both of an equal Diftance 


trom the Horizon ; the Skye was a little Overcaft, yet 
not fo much but that the true Sun fhin‘d pretty clear, 
the falfe one being much inferior to it for Luftre, yet 
feemed to have the fame Dimenfions and Motion ; it 
continued about three quarters of an Hour, and vanifh- 
ed gradually. Pray give your Fudgment of the [aid Sun, 
and from whence is did proceed ? ss P 
Aniw. The Sua fills the Air with its Images or Speci- 
es, which pats quite thro’ che fame, unlets they be re- 
flected by tome Body that is fmooth and refplendent in 
its Surface, buc Opake at the Bottom ; fuch are Look- 
ing-Glaffles and Water, whether it be upon the Earth 
or in the Clouds: Now when a {mooth Cloud that is 
ready to fall down into Rain, happens to be oppofite a- 
gain{t the Sua ( being terminated either by its own pro- 
fundity, or fome other Opake Body ) it reprefencs the 
Figure or Image of the Sun ; and if there happen to be 
another oppoiite co this firft, it refiecteth the Figure in 
the {ame manner as a Looking-Glals oppofite to chat 
wherein we look receives the Species from the former, 
and reprefencs the fame; and if we may believe Sene. 
ca, there is nothing lels worthy of Adiniration : For if 
no one wonders to fee the reprefentation of the Sun 
here below in clear Water, or any other refplendenc 
Body, it can be no great Wonder that the fame Sun 
imprints his Image as well on high as beiow, not ia one 
Cloud, or two only, but 2lfo in many, as Pliny afirms 
he himfelf ifaw. This Mo ‘iplicity of Suns ( which are 
called Parbelij ) genera'iy, ao’ not always, happens ei- 
ther ebout the Xiling or Setting of the Sua: Firft, Be- 
caufe the Refraction which is neceffary for feeing them 
is sot fo well made to our Eyes, which is more remote 
when the Sun is in the Meridian. Secondly, Becaufe 
when the Sun isin the Meridian he is hotter, and does 
ot allow the Cloud any time to fay, but diffolves ir 
as {oon as it becomes oppofite to him, which he does 
nor at his Rifiog or Setting, being then more weak. The 
fame Caute chat fhews.is two or three Suns, did alfo re- 
preient chree Moons under the Confulfhip of C. Domitius 


and C. Faminius ; as alfo three other which appeared 
in the Year 1 a for three Months together, which im- 
le 


preflion is called Parofelene, and cannot be made bur at 


Full Moou. 


«7 At the MATHEMATICAL SCHOOL in Adimt 
Court in Broad-fireet, near tne Koy Exchange, Lox. 
don, are Taught Arithmetick, Merchants Accompts, 
Algebra according to the late Improvements, Geo. 
metry, Trigonometry, Dyalling, Navigation, Survey- 
ing, Gauging, Fortification, Gunnery, Perfpetive, 
Arithmecick of Infinites, ProjeCtion of the Sphere, 
Converging Series, the Generation, Sections and Pro- 
perties of the Parabola Ellipfis and Hyperbole, with 
their Application to Geometrick Places, and Coa- 
ftruction of Equations to as high a Power as de- 
manded ; Geography, the Ufe of the Globes and 
other Mathematical Inftruments. By Rs Sault, Math. 
Profefl. Thofe that defire, may be Inftruéted abroad, 
Youth Boarded. The Undertaker Obliges himfelf to 
Teach by Letters in any place in England, with 
the fame Expedition and Succefs as by a Per 
fonal Attendance, when once a Correfpondence is 
fettled. 
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Advbertifements, 
There is bately Publifhed 


i. Peaceable Inquiry into the Nature of the Pre 

PA fent Controverfie among the United Brethren? 
Containing the Excellency of Peace and Loy® 3 Luther’s 
Opinion of it. The Milchief of Strifes and Contentions 
in che Church, inftanced in the Rife and Progre{s of the 
Milesians and Arrians: The Cure difficult, yet Necetife 
ry to be endeavour’d: The Improvement to be made o 
former Divifions. An Enquiry into the prefent Contro- 
verfie, whether about the Subftance of Truth, or the 
Manner only. of Declaring it: Thar great Divifions have 
been among {nch as have agreed in the fame Principles, 
This the prefent Cafe among the United Brethren proved ; 
with feveral other particulars. Written by Stephen Lobb, 
a Lover of Peace and Truth. Price Bound 1 5. 6 d. 


a2 EMOIRS of the Right Honourable 

ARTAUVR late Earl of ANGLE- 
SEY, late Lord Privy Seal, intermixt with 
Moral, Political and Hiftorical Obfervati- 
ons, &c. To which is prefixt a Letter writ- 
ten by his Lordfhip during his Retirement 
from Court in the Year 1683. Publifhed by 
Sir Peter Pett, K'. Advocate General for the 
Kingdom of Jredand. 


cr New Book of Trade, Entituled, Panarithmologia, be- 

ing a Mirror for Merchants, a Breviate for Bankers, 

. @ Treafure for Tradefinen, a Mate for Mechanicks, and 

a fare Guide for Purchafers, Sellers or Mortgagers of Land, Lea- 

fes, Annuities, Rents, Penfions, &c. in prefent Poflefhon or Re- 

verfion, and a con{tant Concomitant fitted for al] Men‘s Occafions. 

In Three Parts. All Performed by Tables ready caft up: Which 

Tables are made Eafie by Variety of Examples. By William Ley- 

bourn, Author of Curfus Mashematicus. To which is added a Ne- 
eeflary Appendix, containing Heads of daily Ufe to all Traders, 


dren that Dye Young. By Tomas whittaker, Minitter @F 
the Gofpel at Leeds in York-fbire : With a Prefatory 
Epiftle by Twnethy Rogers, M. A. 


a Coa for Parents, Mourning over their Hopefull Chil- 


WITCHES, with the Ob fervation of 4 Perfon who was 

upon the Place feveral Days, when the Sufpethed Witches 
were firft taken into Examination : To which is added Cafes of Con- 
Science concerning Witcherafts and Evil Spirits per fonating Men. 
Written at the Requeft of the Minifters o New-England, By In- 
creale Mather, Prefident of Harvard-Colledge Price 1 5 


All five Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the 
Poulerey, ae 


ea A Further Account of the Tryals of the New-England 
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LONDO N, Printed for Fgh Wuriton at the Reven in the Poultrey , 1693. 
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